WINTER 2018
Officers &
Committees
President:
Orest Swystun
SRHOAprez@gmail.com
Vice President:
Paul Southwick
plsouthwck@verizon.net
Secretary:
Beth Baker
Assistant Secretary:
Lea Nigon
Treasurer:
Vicki Rundquist
SRHOAtreasurer@gmail.com
Architectural Review
Chair:
Lea Nigon
srhoaLN@gmail.com
ARC Vice Chair:
Abul Tareque
Common Grounds Chair:

Steve Honard
steve.honard@verizon.net
Newsletter:
Nesha Hanna
SRHOANewsletter@gmail.com
Social Activities Chair:
Zeleste Agosto Henry
bazhenry@gmail.com
Webmaster:
Jenny Le-Pettigrew

Listserv:
Stephen Mann
Board Member:
KC Holland
Colleen Kerrigan

President’s Message
A big thank you to our outgoing board members, Stephen Mann and
Greg Swiatocha, who gave much of their time and talents to our
community. You will be missed. And a hearty welcome to our newest
board members, Colleen Kerrigan and Steve Honard. We are very
happy to have you. This newsletter has much of interest so please take
a moment to read through it. In particular, please note the article below
about an important meeting being organized by the County regarding
traffic and pedestrian safety. I encourage you to attend. And as always
you are welcome to attend our monthly board of directors meetings
(see www.senecaridge.org for dates, time & location.) (Note that we
have the rescheduled January 2018 HOA board meeting to January
17th ) ---- Yours truly, Orest Swystun

NEW: Augusta Drive Traffic
& Pedestrian Safety
Community Meeting
Thursday January 11, 2018 7:00 PM
Dominion High School
From our Algonkian District Supervisor, Suzanne Volpe:
“As you may be aware, residents have expressed concerns about traffic
problems and pedestrian safety along the Augusta Drive corridor including
Jennings Farm Drive and Maple Leaf Place. The Board of Supervisors
directed the Department of Transportation & Capital Infrastructure (DTCI)
to identify funds to complete a traffic analysis addressing the vehicular and
pedestrian safety concerns in the area at the September 6, 2016 business
meeting. At the March 7, 2017 Board of Supervisors Business Meeting, DTCI
presented a cost proposal from a transportation consultant to complete a
traffic engineering study, which included, but was not limited to, field work
and data collection, and evaluation of improvement alternatives to address
safety and speeding concerns.
A community meeting has been scheduled by the Sterling District
Supervisor to present the study findings and possible improvements for
vehicular and pedestrian safety. The meeting will be held on Thursday,
January 11, 2018 at Dominion High School, located at 21326 Augusta
Drive in Sterling, at 7:00 p.m. As this area borders the Algonkian District, I
would encourage local residents to attend the meeting to learn about
possible improvements and provide input to our county transportation
staff. I look forward to seeing you at the meeting!”

– Suzanne Volpe

UPDATE:

Seneca Ridge Drive/Augusta Drive Traffic

Study (from the office of Supervisor Volpe)
“My
their

office began working with the Seneca Ridge HOA in the summer of 2015 regarding
concerns about traffic congestion and pedestrian safety. The issues included the
intersection of Seneca Ridge Drive and Augusta Drive as well as congestion along
Seneca Ridge Drive through the intersection with South Cottage Road. With the
repaving of South Cottage Road, several of the planned improvements have been

completed as of earlier this year.
The County’s consultant, JMT, has been working to complete the engineering, surveying and the actual
design plans for the improvements to Seneca Ridge Drive. The design is approximately 90% complete and
the plans have been submitted to the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) for approval. As VDOT
“owns” the road, they must approve any changes to the road, including widening and restriping. The County
Department of Transportation & Capital Infrastructure (DTCI) is working on securing the necessary funding
for the construction portion of the project. I should note that the construction portion of the project includes
items, such as right-of-way acquisition, easements, utility relocation and the actual construction.” – Suzanne
Volpe
[Please note that Ms. Volpe visited our December Board of Directors meeting to be sure we were aware of the
status of these studies. She also confirmed that there is no plan to install a traffic light at the entrance to our
community. If you have any questions or concerns about either of these studies she said to feel free to contact her
directly at 703-771-5033 or via email at Suzanne.Volpe@loudoun.gov .]

Treasurer’s Report (Vicki Rundquist)
I am pleased to announce that we have had our finances
professionally audited for the year 2016, with no significant
found. You’ll find the approved 2018 budget on the back of your
letter.

problems
annual dues

__________________________________________________

SAVE THE DATES


JANUARY 11 @ 7 PM: AUGUSTA DRIVE TRAFFIC & PEDESTRIAN
SAFETY COMMUNITY MEETING (see article page 1)
 JANUARY 17 @ 7PM: (rescheduled) JANUARY HOA BOARD
MEETING, CASCADES LIBRARY (group study room)
 APRIL/MAY – COMMUNITY YARD SALE & SRING
CLEANUP

.

Social Activities Updates (Zeleste Henry, Chair)
Halloween Parade Cancelled Due to Storm
Unfortunately we had to cancel the parade at the last minute due
to thunderstorms in the area. But at least Halloween night was clear and lots of goblins
and princesses were seen throughout the neighborhood! Please join us next year for the
Halloween parade!

Community Yard Sale

We are in the planning stages for a spring community yard sale, so be setting aside all those oldies but
goodies that you no longer need. Dates and details to be announced in the spring.

Common Grounds
Committee News (by Steve Honard)
Want Firewood? As a result of our tree cutting, we
areas where logs have been stacked on our common
would like any logs, you are welcome to them but we
keep the remaining wood neatly stacked.

have a few
areas. If you
ask that you

We are currently in the process of assessing where
repairs are
needed on our paths. Please feel free to let us know if you see anything related to our paths and common
grounds that needs our attention.
Make a resolution this year to be a good neighbor and clean up after Fido. You and only you are
responsible for your pet’s droppings. And many thanks to
all who already are doing so. Let’s keep our community
clean and enjoyable for all!

Have a Snow Plan for your
Sidewalks?
Remember the great snow storm of January 2016? Now is the time to make a plan to clear the
sidewalk(s) adjacent to your home. We are often asked if this is
responsibility of the HOA but there is a Loudoun County
ordinance that requires property owners to remove the snow.
is too great, consider asking for help from your neighbors by
our community listserv. Go to our website,
www.senecaridge.org, and click on the blue “Listserv Signup”
And if you are an older adult or an adult with disabilities
Loudoun County’s Chore Corps Program for assistance with
shoveling at 703.779.8617. Be prepared!
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HOME HEATING SAFETY


Have heating equipment and chimneys cleaned and inspected every year by a
qualified professional.



Make sure your fireplace has a sturdy screen to stop sparks from flying into the
room.



Before going to sleep, ensure the fire in your fireplace is completely extinguished.
NEVER close the fireplace damper with hot ashes in the fireplace, this may force

toxic carbon monoxide into your house.



Always let ashes cool before putting them in a closed metal container. Keep the container outside, a safe
distance away from your home.



If you use an electric heater, do not overload the circuit. If you must use an extension cord, choose one that
has a built in surge protector and that the cord is rated for the amps required.



Always remember to turn portable heaters off when leaving the room or going to bed.



Keep children and combustibles at least three feet away from all heating equipment, stoves and fireplaces.



Install a carbon monoxide detector. Carbon Monoxide (CO) is an invisible, colorless, odorless gas
that is created when fossil fuels like gasoline, natural gas, propane, and wood burn incompletely.
In the home, cooking and heating appliances can be potential sources of CO. Vehicles and
generators can also be sources of this “silent killer”.

_____________________________________________________________________________

GOT AN IDEA FOR THE

